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Division 48:  Sport and Recreation, $79 633 000 - 
Mr M.J. Cowper, Chairman. 

Mr R.C. Kucera, Minister for Sport and Recreation. 

Mr R.J. Alexander, Director General. 

Mr W.G. Swetman, Director, Business Management. 

Mr S.D. Kerr, Acting Manager, Finance.   

Mr T.K. WALDRON:  The sixth major initiative for 2005-06 on page 847 refers to the $10 million allocated 
from the sports lottery account.  How much funding from the sports lottery account has been set aside for the 
country sport enrichment scheme?  Has the funding been increased for this very good scheme since the last 
financial year?   

Mr R.C. KUCERA:  The total budget for the country sport enrichment scheme for 2005-06 was $225 000 and 
for 2004-05 it was $223 450, so it has been increased.  

Mr T.K. WALDRON:  I think I referred to this before.  Does the government intend to increase that scheme to 
include more sports?  The value of that scheme is sensational.    

Mr R.C. KUCERA:  The reality is that, if projects in the country are worth funding, we will seek to fund them.  
However, it is not open slather; they must be worthy projects.  The rule we have applied has been reasonably 
flexible.  We have given the West Australian Football Commission indications of future funding so that it can 
plan ahead.  I have had discussions with the Western Australian Cricket Association about staging at least one of 
its major Pura Cup games at Bunbury, Geraldton or wherever.  We have taken games out to Peel.  I should not 
say that because I am wearing a Peel Football Club tie.  Basketball is allocated $9 500; football, $110 000; 
netball, $7 000; English football $24 000.   

Mr J.E. McGRATH:  Is that soccer? 

Mr R.C. KUCERA:  I am not allowed to call it soccer.  Surfing has a huge following and it will receive 
$30 000; tennis, $6 000; speedway, $17 500; and triathlon, $12 000.  We are spreading it out as we go.  
Obviously, as other sports come forward, we are happy to at least listen to see whether we can assist.  On top of 
that, quite a lot of money is being made available through EventsCorp for major events.  It is a major supporter 
of the triathlon series in Busselton.  EventsCorp has been considering supporting other regional programs.  
Funding is available.  If we think projects are viable, we will consider them. 

[8.10 pm] 

Mr P.B. WATSON:  The member for Wagin has asked part of my question.  I refer to page 843, service and 
appropriation summary.  Under total consolidated fund appropriations there is an amount of $79.6 million for 
2005-06.  Can the minister highlight those programs run by the Department of Sport and Recreation that will be 
of particular benefit to regional Western Australia, apart from the country sport enrichment scheme, regional 
games, the country sports package and the community sporting and recreation facilities fund?   
Mr R.C. KUCERA:  There are a number of areas.  I will talk firstly about the CSRFF.  The country has done 
exceptionally well from the CSRFF.  In 2005-06, 65 per cent of the CSRFF went to the regions, and only 35 per 
cent was spent in the metropolitan area.  From that perspective, the country did very well.  Members will see that 
if they go to Waroona or Narrogin, or if they go to the opening of the new recreation centre in Albany.  That 
facility is absolutely magnificent.  It even has a trapeze area for circuses. 
Mr P.B. WATSON:  Is the minister looking for someone to christen that? 
Mr R.C. KUCERA:  Much is said about the lack of facilities in the regions.  However, as I have travelled 
around the state in the past two years as Minister for Sport and Recreation, I have seen the benefits of the 
enormous amount of funding that is provided for the regions.  As I have said, 65 per cent of the CSRFF goes to 
the country.  In terms of the sports lotteries account, the country package program now has a budget of $481 000.  
That will offer a range of funding options for regional sporting clubs and associations.  Those options include 
education to improve the level of coaching and umpiring in the country.  They also include administration.  We 
often forget the administrators and people who officiate at these events.  Usually we rely on volunteers.  
Additional moneys have been provided for administration.  Player development is another area.  We need to 
invest in individual players in the country.  I get probably 100 letters a week from young people asking us to 
support them in international, national and metropolitan events.  Unfortunately we tend to support the 
associations and get them to support the young people.  We also offer individual scholarships.  The member for 
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Albany will recall that last year, at the same time as we held the regional Parliament in Albany, we awarded a 
host of sporting scholarships. 
Mr P.B. WATSON:  That was through Healthway. 
Mr R.C. KUCERA:  Yes.  All those kinds of things are in there.  Another area is hosting competitions.  We 
have talked about that with the member for Wagin.  Another area is state team subsidies.  We provide subsidies 
to assist talented individuals who are selected to represent their teams.  It is never enough, but at least it gives 
them a start to get up and represent their state.  There is $15 000 a year to encourage the provision of games in 
regional areas.  We would like to grow that concept and look at the regional basis that exists for us in the Indian 
Ocean.  I have a firm belief that instead of considering this state as being on the left-hand side of Australia, we 
should consider this state as being on the right-hand side of the Indian Ocean rim.  We should grow the issue of 
regional sports from the point of view of not just Albany, Geraldton, Bunbury and Broome, but of Western 
Australia being an equivalent player to the Asian Games and the Arafura Games and all those sorts of things.  
That is why Perry Lakes has been so darned important to us.  The member for Albany would know, as a former 
Olympian, that if those types of facilities are not available, we cannot grow that regional concept.  This funding 
is to provide financial assistance for regional games.  Last Saturday I had the great privilege of being at the 
Fremantle Netball Centre, where 6 000 young women from all over Western Australia, with their parents and 
supporters, were playing in what used to be country netball week.  It was fantastic to see.  It was incredible.  
However, there was not a single reporter or television station to witness the greatest participation sport in this 
state at the moment - women’s netball.  There is enormous participation.  I have already mentioned the country 
sport enrichment scheme.  All in all, the regions are doing exceptionally well when we consider that of the two 
million people in this State, 1.4 million are in the metropolitan area, yet the 600 000 people who live in the 
country receive 65 per cent of the funding.  They deserve it.  We have no argument about that. 
Mr P.B. WATSON:  It is where all the sportspeople come from, minister!   
Mr R.C. KUCERA:  I know that.   

Mr T.R. SPRIGG:  If the minister’s hardworking director general has some free time, there are a couple of 
football clubs in this town at the moment that need a bit of help, particularly my old club, East Fremantle! 
Mr R.C. KUCERA:  I thought the member was talking about the Dockers for a moment! 
Mr T.R. SPRIGG:  Yes - and the Dockers.  
I refer to page 852, works in progress and completed works.  A commitment was made in the 2001 budget to 
build an athletics facility at Joondalup.  There is no mention of that in this budget.  When will this commitment 
be met? 

Mr R.C. KUCERA:  In this year’s funding under the CSRFF, the Arena Community Sport and Recreation 
Association has been allocated $550 000 towards the construction of clubrooms, change rooms, netball courts 
etc.  There is a range of things.  That includes the consideration of an athletics field at Arena Joondalup.  I am 
not aware of how far that has progressed.  How that $550 000 is applied is entirely up to the association.  My 
understanding was that some of that money has been earmarked for that issue.  The association has just 
completed a study that indicates that at this stage there is limited demand in Joondalup for that particular facility.   

Mr R.J. Alexander:  The study was completed.  It showed that Arena Joondalup would not require a new track 
until 2011.  It was happy with the grass track facility that it had.  It just needed some accommodation and change 
rooms around that facility.   

Mr T.K. WALDRON:  I refer to page 846.  The second dot point under major initiatives for 2005-06 refers to 
the $9 million that will be allocated through the CSRFF.  Is the country swimming pool upgrade program still in 
operation under the CSRFF?  If it is, how much has been allocated to that program; and, if it is not, do shires that 
need upgrades to their 40-year-old-plus pools simply apply through the CSRFF?   

Mr R.C. KUCERA:  As the member may be aware, the CSRFF has changed over the past couple of years.  We 
now have a specific committee that deals with that funding, and each application, whether it be for renewal of a 
pool or a new pool, is treated on its merits.  If Wagin, for instance, needs to renew its pool, it will need to put in 
its application, the same as happened recently with Balga in Perth, and the same as applies to any other CSRFF 
program, provided it gets support from the local council.  There is no specific pool renewal program.  The other 
issue with the CSRFF is that it is not for recurrent expenditure.  Councils and other areas with pools need to deal 
with the issue of recurrent expenditure themselves.  There is no provision in these programs for recurrent 
funding.  It is only for capital.  
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Mr T.K. WALDRON:  However, if a community has a pool that is 40 years old and that pool is vital to the 
community and has reached the stage at which health-wise the council needs to do something, will the CSRFF 
committee look at it? 

[8.20 pm] 

Mr R.C. KUCERA:  Yes, it will.  There are three ways in which a council can fund a redevelopment.  It can be 
done through the CSRFF.  However, the CSRFF has limited funds.  Generally speaking it is difficult to get 
anything worth over $750 000 through the CSRFF, bearing in mind that twice that amount again will be 
generated if the council supports it.  The second way is through the $80 million in the regional investment fund 
that is available for community programs that are considered to fit the particular criteria of that fund.  

Through the member for Wagin’s regional minister, the Minister for the Midwest and Wheatbelt, there is 
capacity to apply for regional investment funding.  The third and final way is to make a direct approach to the 
consolidated fund for capital funding.  Treasury funds a couple of those projects every so often when an 
enormous need is evident and the local community has no capacity to fund the facility.  It usually involves 
remote communities, although it also occurs in some of the emerging suburbs in Perth - that is, suburbs that are 
plonked in an area with no backup services.   

A couple of examples have been pointed out by my advisers.  The Shire of Kondinin was successful in receiving 
$43 333 for stage two of the refurbishment of the Hyden swimming pool.  Also, $74 000 was allocated to 
upgrade the Moora swimming pool, including pipe works, a shade shell and ballast tank.  Mt Magnet was also 
successful in receiving $67 200 for the development of a toddlers pool.  The Shire of Trayning was successful in 
receiving shade shells for the Trayning swimming pool.   

Also, the governance of the community sporting and recreation facilities fund has been tightened considerably.  
Applications are made, and successful applications are reassessed after six months; if it becomes evident that the 
program will not proceed, funding is rolled over to another program.  The budget papers over the years indicate a 
large variation in CSRFF funding.  Sometimes an allocation of $12 million or $13 million has been made.  The 
variation is because programs are rolled over as a result of the rigour applied to them.  That does not mean that a 
shire or local area will lose its funding, as projects are just bumped onto the next year’s list.  When we first came 
to government, under Minister Alan Carpenter, and again when I became minister, the Director General of the 
Department of Sport and Recreation expressed concern that he was building up reserves that would never be 
spent.  The fund is about getting money into the community and getting facilities built, not keeping money on 
hold or looking for other advantages from it.  For instance, as a result of special needs, Halls Creek received 
$1.5 million for its swimming pool.  I commend the previous coalition government.  I admit I had great doubts as 
a country commander in the Police Service about money being spent on pools in remote communities, but I 
compliment the previous member for Yokine for his work as the responsible minister as those swimming pools 
have been a great success health-wise. 
Mr T.K. WALDRON:  Very much so.  
Mr R.C. KUCERA:  That does not mean that they are not giving everybody heartache with the recurrent costs 
of keeping them running.  Perhaps the feds could throw some money into our infrastructure from a health 
perspective.  One can only hope. 
Mr S.R. HILL:  I refer the minister to page 849 of the Budget Statements and the major initiatives for 2005-06.  
The third dot point reads -  

Continue to administer and expand the Academy of Sport Program supporting athletes with potential in 
regional and remote areas.   

Can the minister advise further details of that program?  

Mr R.C. KUCERA:  As it is specific, I refer that matter to the director general.   
Mr R.J. Alexander:  That refers to a program to assist people in remote areas, particularly in the Pilbara, such 
as the Port Hedland and Karratha areas.  We fly elite coaches up to train some of the better performers, and we 
also fly athletes to Perth to give them opportunities for state championships and to be involved in national 
championships.  A range of sports is involved, particularly swimming and tennis.   

Mr S.R. HILL:  Netball? 

Mr R.J. Alexander:  Yes.  Netball has been involved.  Touch rugby is a big sport in the Pilbara, and it has been 
involved in the program as well.  It is particularly successful in the swimming area, as a number of people have 
made the state team and performed very well.  It is important to make an effort to ensure that people in regional 
Western Australia have opportunities to be involved in state training.  It is sometimes expensive to get elite 
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coaches to those areas.  To that end, Skywest has been good in providing sponsorship to fly people about when 
spare seats are available.  It has been appreciated. 

Mr R.C. KUCERA:  Opportunities were made available through the Alcoa coach-in-residence funding.  I 
believe the program may be coming to an end.  It is certainly of great help whenever elite coaches can get out to 
the country. 

Mr J. McGRATH:  My question relates to the fourth dot point under major achievements for 2004-05 on page 
845 of the Budget Statements.  It reads - 

$1 million allocated toward the completion of the second stage development at Perth Oval to support 
Perth’s Super 14s Rugby team. . . . 

I note that the balance of the project’s funding of $24 million is to be allocated in 2005-06.  Will $24 million pay 
for the entire project?  If not, who will provide the remaining funding?  When the stadium is complete, who will 
own the facility, and who will be responsible for its management? 

Mr R.C. KUCERA:  It is anticipated that the $25 million in total will be sufficient for the second stage of the 
development of that oval.  Who will be responsible for its management?  A renegotiation of existing contracts 
will occur following the redevelopment.  In stage one, $6.7 million was provided by the state government, and 
the Town of Vincent contributed $4.46 million plus the land.  Therefore, the Town of Vincent will always be 
involved.  Alia Holdings, a subsidiary of the Perth Glory Soccer Club, is responsible for the management of the 
facility.  The preliminary agreement was signed by the Town of Vincent in April 2005, and the government 
provided $500 000 to allow negotiations on the construction of the second stage to commence.  The Town of 
Vincent had already advertised a tender for an architect.  We will look for provisions in that regard.  Stage 2A of 
Members Equity Stadium is due for completion at the end of 2007.  We are close to agreement with the Western 
Australian Football Commission to have the 2006 Super 14s games played at Subiaco Oval.   

The development of Perth Oval involves a rectangular ground.  Members may have seen recently that Australia 
will complete its bid for the 2006 Fédération Internationale de Football Association World Cup finals as part of 
the South American qualifying division.  Once the 2006 bid is complete, I understand that Australia will move 
into the Asian FIFA World Cup qualifying groups, which will be a whole new ball game in the World Cup 
organisation.  With the new A-League coming on board for national soccer, or football as it is termed, bigger 
games will be held at Members Equity Stadium.  Sydney United will be playing off against an Asian team next 
week for a place in the FIFA Club World Championship.  This provides the opportunity to open up the ground 
for major soccer games in the future.   

Four or five weeks ago, we held the first rugby league game played in Perth for some time, with a view to 
bidding to host some of the 2008 Rugby League World Cup games.  David Gallop, the Chief Executive Officer 
of the National Rugby League, and his team came over to Perth for that game.  They want to make a bid for 
World Cup games to be played in Perth.  We estimate that gate entries of 22 000 or 23 000 are achieved for the 
Rugby League World Cup games, and that would suit Members Equity Stadium down to the ground.  That move 
is being made with a view to getting a National Rugby League team back in Perth in 2010.  Members Equity 
Stadium is about not only rugby union, but also all rectangular ground sports.   

Following negotiations, the rugby organisation and the WA Football Commission have pretty well got the first 
year of the Super 14s stitched up.  What goes on after that is up to the agreement of those involvement. 

MR J. McGRATH:  Relating to the rectangular ground, the minister talked about Australia making a bid for the 
FIFA World Cup.  We saw how successful the International Rugby Board World Cup was a couple of years ago 
when held in Australia.  Would the Members Equity Stadium be big enough to accommodate the types of crowds 
drawn to the huge international games? 

[8.30 pm] 

Mr R.C. KUCERA:  Members Equity Stadium is designed to hold up to 23 500 people and 19 corporate boxes, 
plus corporate facilities on a large basis, similar to the Billy Walker Room at Subiaco Oval.  There would be a 
need for us to move towards Subiaco Oval or the Western Australian Cricket Association ground for those kinds 
of competitions.  The bid for rugby was not only about the new rugby team, the Western Force; it was also about 
growing the game of rugby in Western Australia.  We anticipate that as Western Force establishes itself, the 
ground will be used more and more for local games and competitions.  People forget or do not realise that our 
state rugby team is extremely successful.  We have featured in the finals for the past four or five seasons.  In fact, 
Perth Gold is in the finals again this year.  As the popularity of the Super 14s grows, the game of rugby will 
grow.  This year for the first time in many years there has been a major increase in the number of kids enrolling 



Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY - Tuesday, 7 June 2005] 

 p158b-165a 
Mr Terry Waldron; Mr Bob Kucera; Mr John McGrath; Mr Peter Watson; Mr Trevor Sprigg; Mr Shane Hill; 

Chairman 

 [5] 

in all codes of football.  The publicity about soccer versus rugby versus football is benefiting all codes.  As I 
have been advised, junior enrolments are up right across the board this year.  That is good news. 
Mr P.B. WATSON:  I refer the minister to the third-last dot point on page 847 of the Budget Statements and the 
ongoing development of relationships with the Indian and Malaysian governments regarding the provision of 
sporting expertise and assistance.  Will the minister advise the success of that to date?  
Mr R.C. KUCERA:  The director general and I travelled to India last year and signed a memorandum of 
understanding with the Indian government.  Unfortunately, there was a change of government about three weeks 
later.  I hope we did not have anything to do with that!  That MOU is being renegotiated.  We are arranging for 
the first group to travel to India to help with the development of grassroots sport in that country.  Our 
relationship with the Malaysian government is going ahead in leaps and bounds.  We have a firm partnership 
with the Malaysian government in the development of its grassroots sport.  We are also starting to develop the 
possibility of entering into joint competition.  Again, it is part of the process of developing the idea of an Indian 
Ocean rim competition as opposed to seeing ourselves as the left-hand side of Australia.  I compliment Hallam 
Pereira and Tom Hoad from our international sports division who are doing excellent work in many countries.  
We will mount a strong bid for the AUSSI Masters swimming competition to return to Perth.  That event has up 
to 10 000 competitors.  Perth is one of the few places in the world that can stage that event.  All of this has 
grown from that initial contact with Indian Ocean countries.   
Mr R.J. Alexander:  There has been a range of benefits so far.  The Malaysian sports minister has been to Perth 
on three occasions in the past six months to look at our sports facilities.  Under the MOU, people from the 
Western Australian Institute of Sport have visited Kuala Lumper to look at the Malaysian facilities.  
Employment opportunities have been taken up by Western Australians in Kuala Lumper with the Malaysian 
government - one is a sports psychologist and the other is a sports physiologist - which has worked out very well.  
A number of teams have visited Perth, specifically the Malaysian basketball team.  There is an ongoing 
relationship.  Also, WAIS athletes and coaches have been able to use the KL facilities.  That was very useful 
when acclimatising our hockey athletes for the Athens Olympic Games and other events.  It has also been useful 
as a stopover when travelling to events.  As the minister mentioned, India will host the 2010 Commonwealth 
Games.  Recently we met with a group from the New Delhi building authority who were looking at ways of 
building a games village.  One Sunday morning a number of building companies gave presentations to the 
authority.  It was quite taken by those presentations, and negotiations are occurring with one building company 
in particular.  A range of things is happening, including some that will bring employment opportunities to 
Western Australia.   
Mr R.C. KUCERA:  Our eventual vision with the establishment of the Perry Lakes complex at AK Reserve is 
to have a centre of sports excellence for Western Australia that will allow us not only to produce the best 
sportspeople in the world, but also to produce the best administrators, builders of sporting facilities, sports 
psychologists and coaches.  More importantly, we want to create a school and university that will allow people 
to come to Western Australia to be trained and educated to increase the Indian Ocean competition.  It is a real 
prospect.  Dennis Lillee has been talking to people at Madras Rubber.  Unfortunately, as members are well 
aware, we did not get the cricket academy, which went to Queensland.  However, that does not mean to say that 
we cannot have the bowling academy here.  It does not mean to say that we cannot set up a secondary school and 
university in conjunction with the University of Western Australia sports science school to bring people to Perth.  
It is not just about sport.  It is about growing trade, education and job opportunities and the range of benefits that 
will come out of those two associations. 
Mr T.K. WALDRON:  I refer the minister to page 852 of the Budget Statements and the new state netball 
training centre.  The minister commented about attending a netball match in Fremantle on the weekend and what 
a huge participation sport it is.  It is critical that we get the netball training centre up and running as soon as 
possible.  Will the minister advise whether the $2 million that has been allocated is sufficient to meet the needs 
of a state netball training centre?  I understand that the netball association is required to fund its own strategic 
plan before any funding is made.  When will we see something solid, including the announcement of a location 
for the new centre?   
Mr R.C. KUCERA:  Firstly, I will deal with the funding.  In total, $5 million has been allocated; $2 million has 
been allocated this year and a further $3 million will be allocated in 2006-07.  That was done so that if we were 
in a position to proceed next year, we would have the money on tap.  The two potential sites are Curtin 
University and Challenge Stadium.  The emphasis is on a training centre.  A bit of that emphasis has been lost 
because we have been talking about stadiums.  We are now talking about a training centre that will bring netball 
offices, training, coaches etc together in one place.  Curtin is offering in-kind benefits that may assist us.  On the 
other hand, there are benefits of having the centre at Challenge because much of the structure is already in place.  
The only issue we have had with netball is the fact that it is not in a financial position to pay the full commercial 
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costs for staging Orioles games, and occasionally they get bumped off the list and have to find another venue.  If 
we are able to sort that out and get a balance, the Challenge option would disappear.  We are talking about a 
training centre, not necessarily a major stadium development.  There are benefits from both options.  We have 
allocated $5 million in total.  The preferred option for a training centre will be presented to me as the minister.  I 
will then present that in another place, hopefully towards the end of this month.  Extensive research has been 
undertaken in partnership with WA Netball to establish the most sustainable site for the state training centre.  
The final analysis is due for consideration in July and an announcement of a site and a construction time frame is 
expected in August 2005.   

[8.40 pm] 

Mr T.K. WALDRON:  I am sorry, I did not hear that.   

Mr R.C. KUCERA:  In July they will present me with the final issues.  Obviously, those recommendations will 
have to go before cabinet, then I would expect that, if they were approved, we would look to make an 
announcement sometime in August 2005.  When that comes to fruition, it will show the value that we place on 
that sport.  

Mr T.R. SPRIGG:  I refer the minister again to the community sporting and recreation facilities fund.  He 
perhaps partly answered this question before, when he mentioned that the budget has dropped by some 
$2.5 million this financial year.  He mentioned that roll-overs in capital works provide some of the reasons for 
that.  However, I put it to the minister that a building cost rise of something like 17 per cent will mean that that 
amount of money will be grossly inadequate.  

Mr R.C. KUCERA:  People must cut their cloth to suit.  The annual budget of the previous government was 
$8 million.  We have bumped that up to $9 million.  In addition to that, in the past year, almost $70 million has 
been spent on sporting facilities.  Debt retirement for the commission amounted to $25 million; $5 million has 
been put into the Western Australian Cricket Association; $25 million has been put into Members Equity 
Stadium; and so on.  With the CSRFF, we have tried to get people to cut their cloth accordingly, and to look at 
what happens.  It supports our commitment to the development of infrastructure.  Is not just about building 
facilities; it is also about increasing participation generally.  Our annual commitments to the fund have increased 
by about $1.25 million since 2002-03.  The cost of building is an issue.  One of the great aspects of the CSRFF, 
however, is that because a third of the funding is often in kind, supplied by the sporting associations, the building 
costs do not always apply, although the materials costs are an issue.  We are constantly reviewing the CSRFF, 
but there is only so much money in the pot, and we are not doing too badly.  As I said, sport has been pretty well 
catered for over the past two years, and I would expect that to continue.  

Mr T.R. SPRIGG:  I note that $290 000 of the funds allocated in 2004-05 was not spent.  That seems a bit 
surprising.  

Mr R.C. KUCERA:  That is just carryover.  At the last minute, there are always some programs that just do not 
get up in time for the budget.  

Mr T.R. SPRIGG:  Let me know about them! 

Mr R.C. KUCERA:  They get rolled over.  As I explained earlier, we do a six-month reappraisal now of all 
these projects, and we are quite blunt with them.  The member for Warren-Blackwood has now left the chamber, 
but there was a particular program under which we agreed to fund the development of a swimming pool to the 
tune of about $1.2 million.  The application in 2002 was for a $1.26 million project in total.  We approved 
$420 302 from the CSRFF.  The group said it would take four years to complete the project, and we said that 
was fine.  The group came back in June 2004 and said that the cost was now $2.1 million, so it had almost 
doubled.  We said that we would find money for that, and we were able to find some money from the CSRFF 
and other sources.  The group called tenders with the expectation that the project cost would be $3.4 million, and 
came back just last week and said that the tenders had come in at $4.3 million.  I said to the group that it had 
$2.1 million, and that its members should go away and think about things.  If it turns out that the project falls 
over, obviously the original $1.26 million is still there to be used on another project.  We are being very rigorous 
with this grant program.  We are asking people not to put up silly ambit claims on things like this.  Our facilities 
are world class.  We have more 50-metre pools in the metropolitan area of Perth than there are in the entire 
United Kingdom.  It is unbelievable. 

The CHAIRMAN (Mr M.J. Cowper):  Can one be moved to Mandurah or the Peel region?  They are 
screaming for one.  

Mr R.C. KUCERA:  I think you have a conflict of interest there, Mr Chairman! 
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Mr J.E. McGRATH:  My question relates to major policy decisions on page 842 of the Budget Statements.  I 
refer to the decisions taken prior to the state election, and in particular the line item for additional funding to the 
Western Australian Institute of Sport.  I notice that it has gone up $172 000 this year and then goes up fairly 
rapidly to $438 000 in the following year and $455 000 in the years after that.  I gather that has to do with the 
Olympics.  Can the minister inform us of the reason for the increase, and how those sums were determined? 

Mr R.C. KUCERA:  I will get the director general to talk about that, but my understanding is that we have now 
built in consumer price index increases, and consideration of four-year funding cycles, based on the Olympics 
cycle, so that the institute can hold onto its coaches and key players.  That is why there has been a big jump.  In 
addition, it is locked in for four years, so the institute knows well ahead what its funding will be.  That does not 
mean to say that there would not be an increase in the future if it were justified.  

Mr J.E. McGRATH:  So, it is locked into a four-year cycle, and as soon as the Olympic Games are held, 
another cycle begins.  

Mr R.C. KUCERA:  Exactly. 

Mr J.E. McGRATH:  So there will be a big ongoing increase in funding for the Western Australian Institute of 
Sport? 

Mr R.C. KUCERA:  We have locked it into four-year cycles.  Obviously, that will be a consideration as we go 
into the bilaterals in 2008, to see whether we can lock the Treasurer into another four-year cycle.  However, the 
indications are that that will be the case.  

Mr J.E. McGRATH:  I am saying that this year, with the Commonwealth Games on next year - 

Mr R.C. KUCERA:  This is the first time that we have actually built in CPI increases.  That is why there has 
been a big jump in that first year.  Can the director general add to that? 

Mr R.J. Alexander:  That is correct.  The Western Australian Institute of Sport has not previously had CPI 
adjustments in its wages, so over a period the pressure always built up, and it had trouble maintaining its 
coaches, because it would hire coaches from around the world and then people would start to poach them 
because there was no CPI increase on their wages.  This has been an effort to ensure the institute’s funding on an 
ongoing basis so that it can remain competitive with the wages it pays.  It was a fairly commonsense action. 

Mr J.E. McGRATH:  Nevertheless, it is a fairly significant increase, is it not? 

Mr R.C. KUCERA:  Yes it is, but it was well justified.  The WAIS board and management are to be 
congratulated.  They presented to the Treasury one of the best business cases for a sporting organisation that I 
have seen for many years.  Treasury is never happy, but it accepted the proposal.  The member is quite right in 
what he says.  Obviously, in 2008-09, as we go into the bilaterals, we will need to look at that.  

Mr T.K. WALDRON:  I refer to page 849 of the Budget Statements, and major achievements for 2004-05.  The 
first dot point refers to the federal government’s Active After-school Communities program.  I have a couple of 
questions on this matter, which the minister may be able to answer or may have to supply as supplementary 
information.  Can the minister advise how many schools across Western Australia have taken up the Active 
After-school Communities program, and how much the state has contributed to that program?  I am keen to 
know what the uptake has been in country schools.  Does the minister deem this program successful? 

Mr R.C. KUCERA:  I am not sure that the money has actually been rolled out yet.  

Mr T.K. WALDRON:  It is happening. 

Mr R.C. KUCERA:  Yes, it is happening.  Essentially, my understanding is that we have been contracted to 
take on the role through the Department of Sport and Recreation on behalf of the federal government.  

Mr R.J. Alexander:  I cannot answer questions about how many schools are participating and what the rollout 
is.  However, 17 people have been employed full time by the Australian Sports Commission, and the state 
government has housed them in the Perth central office of the Department of Sport and Recreation, and has also 
made office space available in its regional offices.   

[8.50 pm] 

Mr T.K. WALDRON:  Like the guys in Narrogin? 

Mr R.J. Alexander:  Exactly, we have created a sports house in those areas where, as the member would know, 
we also have different sports development officers as well as people from the Australian Sports Commission and 
the Department of Sport and Recreation.  It creates a good collegiate effect, and they bounce off each other.  As 
to the success of it, it is early days yet, and there are varying degrees of success.  Some schools have embraced 
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the project, some have not.  The project is meant to have children staying after school.  It particularly tries to 
target latchkey children, so that children who might otherwise go home to an empty house have something to do.  
The state government has tried to facilitate the commonwealth government’s employees in the project and 
reduce the cost to the commonwealth government.  There is also a range of staff.  Certainly the state coordinator 
used to work with the Department of Sport and Recreation.  We have tried to provide a role in the project, 
because it has been one of those projects in which they have attempted to do good things, but it requires some 
flexibility by all those involved to target it for the particular towns and the particular people so that it is 
successful. 
Mr T.K. WALDRON:  That is why I was asking the question.  Would I be able to get supplementary 
information on how many schools have actually taken it up?  I would like to know, if possible, how many 
schools in the country have done so. 

Mr R.C. KUCERA:  We will do those two things for the member.  I am also interested now to see what our 
contribution in kind is.  I understand that we are charging them a small fee for providing them with office 
accommodation and space.   
The CHAIRMAN:  Does the minister agree to provide the supplementary information; and, if so, will he state 
exactly what that information will be? 

Mr R.C. KUCERA:  The information that will be provided is how many schools have taken up the option and 
whether it is successful.  Does the member want to know where the schools are? 

Mr T.K. WALDRON:  I would like to know about country schools in particular. 

Mr R.C. KUCERA:  The information provided will be how many schools have taken up the option, how many 
schools are in the country and what they are and what the contribution in kind is from the Western Australian 
government.   

[Supplementary Information No B6.] 

The appropriation was recommended. 
 


